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House of Representatives
The House met at 10:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. TERRY). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 28, 2003. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable LEE TERRY 
to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f 

MORNING HOUR DEBATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning hour debates. The Chair will 
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to 
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member, 
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) 
for 5 minutes. 

f 

BUDGET AND HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Bush has campaigned across the 
50 States, has campaigned by issuing 
promises to strengthen our Nation. He 
has pledged to improve our schools, to 
create jobs, to protect our homeland, 
but soon after these promises were 
made, we see how empty they are. 

President Bush fought against pro-
viding funds for his own education bill. 
It is still unfunded and leaves our chil-
dren behind. 

President Bush fought to prevent 
Congress from extending unemploy-

ment benefits for laid-off workers. We 
worked hard to at least to get a ref-
erence, and now President Bush is 
fighting to prevent the Federal Govern-
ment from spending the funds nec-
essary to protect our homeland. 

When we say ‘‘homeland security,’’ 
we are not talking about fancy tech-
nology or a building. We are talking 
about training and equipment for first 
responders, the men and women of our 
local police force and fire departments, 
the ones who will be putting their lives 
on the line in case of a terrorist at-
tack. 

Warren Rudman, the former Repub-
lican Senator, who helped lead the 
United States Commission on National 
Security in the 21st Century, said 
about the Bush budget, ‘‘The bottom 
line is that it appears to us we are 
going to be underfunded in several key 
areas.’’ His comments were echoed by a 
current Republican Senator and deco-
rated Vietnam veteran who said Bush’s 
budget is ‘‘not even sufficient to pro-
vide for the first responder program in 
the States. It is not sufficient to pro-
vide for broader security.’’

We have known for some time that 
this President puts children second to 
tax cuts for the rich. We have known 
he puts jobs second to tax cuts, but to 
see our national security sacrificed in 
favor of a tax cut skewed to million-
aires really takes the cake. 

Now the President has an oppor-
tunity tonight to prove that he values 
national security more than tax cuts. I 
urge him to embrace that opportunity. 

f 

TAX CUTS FOR THE WEALTHY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Oregon 
(Mr. DEFAZIO) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, the state 
of our Union is not sound. Millions of 
Americans and their families are not 

secure in their home, not because of 
some new wave of crime or because of 
some immediate and compelling threat 
from Iraq or other hostile foreign na-
tions, but because so many have lost 
their jobs, or many fear the loss of 
their job or lay-off in the near future. 

One point seven million jobs have 
been lost since January 2001. The num-
ber of people unemployed for more 
than 6 months has tripled in the last 2 
years. One point three million more 
people have fallen into poverty in the 
last 2 years, the first increase in a dec-
ade. 

Bankruptcies are up 23 percent in the 
last year. Forty-four million Ameri-
cans have no health insurance. The 
government surplus has evaporated. We 
have a huge and growing deficit as far 
as the eye can see. Social Security 
lockbox has been broken open and pil-
laged, and the trust funds are being 
spent on day-to-day operations of the 
government. The Pension Benefit 
Guarantee Fund, which insures the 
pensions of Americans in case their 
company or plan should fail, is broke. 
It has spent its entire reserves in the 
last 2 years. 

State budgets are the worst since the 
Great Depression. We are in a domestic 
economic crisis. That is pretty clear, 
but the question becomes what is the 
President going to propose? It appears 
that he is going to propose more of the 
same. 

When the President was a candidate, 
we had a large surplus and a booming 
economy. He proposed tax cuts for the 
wealthy. When the President was 
newly elected, we had a faltering econ-
omy, and he said we still had a surplus, 
and he proposed tax cuts for the 
wealthy, and he got many of those pro-
posals through. Now he is in his third 
year as President. We are in a reces-
sion. We have huge and growing defi-
cits, and the President has proposed, 
surprise, tax cuts for the wealthy. 
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